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First Quarter 2011

Frequent readers of Golden Rules will quickly recognize that this edition is a break from our norm. 
Rather than highlight a particular theme – often, a theme that is current or seasonal – we offer this 
edition with its more random light-heartedness. By whatever standard you measure life, we hope you 
will agree that whimsical humor provides a positive break from the common-place burdens of our day-
to-day routines.

• I asked God for a bike, but I know God doesn’t work that way.  So I stole a bike and asked for 
  forgiveness.

• I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me.

• Light travels faster than sound.  This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak.

• Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.

• This on last night’s Evening News: A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police are
  looking into it. 

• To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism.  To steal from many is research.

• Why does someone believe me when I say there are four billion stars, but then check me out when 
  I say the paint is wet?

• When I was a child, I thought the sole purpose of my middle name was so I could tell when I was
  really in trouble.

• The voices in my head may not be real, but they have some good questions like this one -- If a dog
  gives birth to puppies near the road, would that be littering?

• Never get into fights with ugly people – they have nothing to lose.

• A diplomat is someone who can tell you to go to hell in such a way that you will look forward to 
  the trip.

• Hospitality:  Making your guests feel like they’re at home, even if you wish they were.

• When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember that the Fire Department usually uses water.

• A TV can insult your intelligence, but nothing rubs it in like a computer.

Second Quarter 2011

Hope Springs Eternal, especially with our favorite sporting teams.  Baseball season is upon 
us; the Final Four just ended in Houston without the presence of a Texas team.  In football, the 
Cowboys and the Texans are ‘locked out’.  

But, to many, Spring means golf and we enjoy watching the guys who attempt to do what we 
only dream about -- sinking that 20 foot putt on the 18th green to win the Green Jacket, the 
Claret Jug, the Wanamaker Trophy, or the U.S. Open Golf Championship! Here’s to teeing it 
up and Measuring your score by a Different Standard.

•	Golf is a game in which you yell “fore”, shoot six and write down five. - Paul Harvey

•	 It took me seventeen years to get three thousand hits in baseball. I did it in one afternoon on 
the golf course. - Hank Aaron

•	 I have a tip that can take five strokes off anyone’s golf game. It’s called an eraser. - Arnold 
Palmer

•	The reason the pro tells you to keep your head down is so you can’t see him laughing. - 
Phyllis Diller

•	Golf is played by twenty million mature American men whose wives think they are out having 
fun. - Jim Bishop

•	The woods are full of long drivers. - Harvey Penick

•	That putt had more breaks than a government job. - Brian Weis

•	 If you really want to get better at golf, go back and take it up at a much earlier age. - Thomas 
Mulligan

•	The older I get, the better I used to be. - Lee Trevino

•	One thing about golf is you don’t know why you play bad and why you play good. - George 
Archer

•	Missing a short putt does not mean you have to hit your next drive out of bounds.  - Henry 
Cotton

•	The proper score for a businessman golfer is 90. If he is better than that he is neglecting his 
business. If he’s worse, he’s neglecting his golf. – Anonymous

•	 I’m working as hard as I can to get my life and my cash to run out at the same time. If I can 
just die after lunch Tuesday, everything would be perfect. - Doug Sanders

Fourth Quarter 2011 

 
Everyone experiences challenges through life’s journeys, but it is important to note that a 
temporary roadblock is merely a detour, and not a failure.  Those who routinely practice 
positive thinking embrace the fact that initial setbacks are part of a process, and only a 
delay to future successes.  We were inspired by the experiences of the famous people 
noted below, and attempt to conduct the business of B+R Partners in a similar fashion. 
 

• Colonel Sanders – surprisingly, the Colonel’s famous secret chicken recipe was 
rejected over 1000 times before a restaurant accepted it.  He founded KFC when 
he was 65 years old. 

 
• Fred Smith – while studying at Yale University, Fred presented a business idea 

to his management class and received a failing grade.  The idea was for a parcel 
service that could deliver packages overnight.  Smith ignored the grade and 
founded FedEx. 

 
• Mark Cuban – before making billions selling his company to Yahoo, Cuban failed 

as a salesman of powdered milk, a carpenter, cook, and as a waiter (he couldn’t 
open a bottle of wine).  ‘I learned that it doesn’t matter how many times you 
failed; you only have to be right once.  I was an idiot lots of times, and I learned 
from all of those experiences.’ 

 
• Thomas Edison – one of the most prolific inventors in history, Edison holds over 

1000 US patents.  He was told by an elementary school teacher that he was too 
stupid to learn anything and suggested he enter a field that did not require 
intelligence.  He tried more than 9000 experiments before he created the first 
successful light bulb. 

 
• Walt Disney – was fired by an editor because ‘he lacked imagination and had no 

original ideas.’  His first animation company went bankrupt and he was turned 
down hundreds of times when he sought financing for Disney World.  The Disney 
company enjoys annual revenues approximating $30 billion. 

 
• Evan Williams – before co-founding Twitter, he founded a company called Odeo, 

a podcasting platform.  Soon afterward, Apple announced that the iTunes store 
would include a podcasting platform, making Odeo obsolete. 

 
• Akio Morita – co-founded Sony, but the company’s beginnings were not so rosy.  

Their first product was a rice cooker, but it burned the rice. 
 

• Richard Branson – is the 5th richest person in the U.K. Along with his famous 
Virgin Records and Virgin Airlines, he also developed Virgin Cola and Virgin 
Vodka.  The fact that you don’t recognize all the brands says it all. 


